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Public Participation

The information that you are going to supply by completing this sheet are vital to the statistics needed to further the efforts of saving the Brown Hyena.

Footprints

Please record the footprints of the animals as far as possible both left and right, place something like a matchbox close to the print so that the photo taken could be measured. If you use any other object please supply me with the dimensions of the object.

Scent Marking / Pasting

Territorial scent marking / pasting with anal pouch: two different secretions on same grass stem: the usual white pomade and a watery black secretion. Would be visible on grass stems it turns dark brown as it ages. You would be able to smell it when fresh; the scent marking would be less than a month old if you could. You would find it about 350mm from the ground. 

By recording the scent markings you would be able to detect the home range of a single animal normally between 150 and 200 meters apart. In some of the field studies that I did I found that the animal stopped the scent marking all together, there could be a few reasons for this. In one instance the animal under study was the only one that we could find in an area of a few thousand hectares, this animal could have found no need to continue the scent marking which is highly unlikely or the animal could be old. By recording this info we could determine the true reason for the animal not scent marking.

Dung

The color of the dung would be dark green when fresh and as it age turns white.

Information from dissected dung would give a very high input to the diet of the animals being monitored; I did a study on a few different areas and found some small stones in the dung. This could mean quite a few different things as some of the dung did not contain plant rests I initially thought that it would mean that the animal took it in as it was foraging and eating roots, when I found dung that pointed to having a high calcium content which would mean meat and bones I discovered stones in it again? This could point to the animal taking in stones for digestive reasons or possible mineral value.

Please break apart and if possible record ratio between dung and stone fragments, if possible please weigh the dung and seal it, as I would like to analyze the contents. This has never been studied and would further my breeding program, the analyzed dung could possibly point to minerals that could be added to diets or to digestive needs.   
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